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WALKING

The sports staff at the Sun
News is “Walking the Sidelines”
at area venues. Here's what
they've heard . . .

GINN-ED U
It’s safe to say that Ted
Ginn Jr. is tired of talking
about how he injured his left
foot in Ohio State’s national
championship loss to Florida.

Talking about the game it-
self is even more useless since
“I don’t know what went
wrong. I didn’t play. We pre-
pared like we always did, took
the field like we always do.”

Ginn was working out for
the NFL draft under the tute-
lage of Speed Strength Sys-
tems owner Tim Robertson
at the Euclid Sports Plant.

Game photos have Brush
grad Roy Hall tackling Ginn
from the back in celebration
after his opening return for a
touchdown, but Ginn is taking
the high road.

“The middle of the foot
sprained, but I can’t blame it
on him (Hall),” Ginn said. “It
was all in the moment

Look, it’s over and done
with. Time to move on. The
injury is not keeping me from
being upbeat.”

WORTHY FEA!

Shaker Heights boys’ bas-
ketball coach Bob Wonson
took six players to lunch on
Monday at the Mongolian
Barbecue buffer on Coventry
Road as a reward for improv-
ing their grades.

we did serious
Wonson said.

“Believe me,
damage ther

niors Jaren Hill, Nick
Winbush, Cameron
Thompson, Ryan Hines and
Will Warren joined sopho-

Anthony Wells i
g their stomachs.

more
fillis

I¢s something we starced
last year to get our players to
do well in the classroom,”
Wonson “The seniors
beat the juniors with a slightly
higher grade-point average at
the end of the first semester
than they had after the first
nine weeks.”

said.

OFF THE RECORD

Play the game and scratch it
from the books. That's how
the district hockey tourna-
ment is being played at

Brooklyn Recreation Center.
Tournament officials keep
1 scoresheet for cach
but no record is kept beyond
that day

game,

Scoresheets are dis-

carded ~daily, meaning no-

where in Brooklyn is there a

written record of games
played
We call them in down to

Columbus and then we throw
away the sheets,” tournament
director Mike Hadl said. “We
keep them
throughout the

around

but the people

the rink said it made the of-

fice too messy
Now, we keep it clean by
just throwing them away at

the end of the day.”

Bet the officials hope their
names aren’t discarded. As
much as tournament work is
in honor, they still want to be

By Paul Svigel
Staff Writer

Villa Angela-St. Joseph wrestling
coach Bob Mullin knew his team was
going to be heard from during the
Richmond Heights Division III Sec-
tional Tournament. After two days on
the mats, the ings did more than
just show up for a good time.

VA-S] scored 193 points to win the
11-team tournament and qualified 10
grapplers to action at 5 p.m. Friday
and 10 a.m. Saturday at the Maple
Heights Division III District Tourna-
ment.

“I was thrilled. Evel

yone contrib-

Plant is full

Speed, Strength Systems
attractive to football stars

By Paul Svigel
Staff Writer

The numbers don’t lie. If
yowre a potential National
Football League player pre-
paring for the combine and
the draft, Euclid, Ohio is the
place to be. More specifically,

225 pound reps to add weight,
body strength and flexibility,”
Robertson said.

“Ivs a litde like being re-
cruited again. You don’t know
you're going to go."
Ginn said. “I've been training
here for five or six

where

SPORTS _

Vikings sail fo section

uted,” Mullin said. “All 14 guys
placed. Three guys took fifth and one
took sixth. This is the school’s first
championship since 1991. It’s a tribute
to the seniors and juniors who worked
s0 hard.”

Sectional championships went to
John Duhigg (103) and Prince Foster
(135). Matt Groudle was second at
145, while thirds went to Tim Triskett
(112), Ryras Petraitis (119), Joe
Georgian (130) and John Pokorny
(140).

Grabbing the fourth and final dis-
trict spots were Max Otcasek (160),
Darius Petraitis (189) and Ray Wert
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®m The boys basketball team was
13-5 overall and 10-0 in the North
Coast League heading into action at 6
p.m. today at St. Peter Chanel and at 6
p.m. Friday against invading Akron
Hoban. :

Nate Barnes netted 23 points,
Ashen Ward had 17 and Dominick
Haynes tossed in 11 in a 74-45 rout of
Lake Catholic. VA-S] had nine of the
game’s 17 3-pointers.

Randy Greenwood had 20 points
and Brian Kampman scored 11 for the
Cougars

VA-S] spotted Trinity a 12-9 first-

ars and it

the Sports Plant.

Speed  Strength  Systems,
run by trainers Tim Robertson
Jr., Matt Burkhart and Jamie
Dubsky have attracted 68
players who have worked out
at their facility to enhance
their draft status. Thirty of
those players consider them-
selves NFL clients.

Ohio State coach Jim Tres-
sel knew where to look when
combing the landscape for a
Director of Football Perform-
ng Eric Lichter from
his position at the Euclid Ave-
nue facility.

At present time, 10 to 15
players are working out in Eu-
clid between three and five
days a week getting ready for
this week’s NFL Combine.

“Some of these guys have
been working out for
weeks since January,” Rob-

six

ertson said. “Their agents
send them here because
we've been successful. You

can’t argue with results. W
consistent in the
pare these guys.”

The big name is Ted Ginn
Jr., projected by draft expert
Mel Kiper to go to Minnesota
with the seventh overall pick.
Ginn is rehabbing a left foot
injury suffered in the national
championship game. He won't
run at the Combine and might
not run at Ohio State’s NFL
Day next month

“With Ginn we're working
on upper body strength, doing

Mentor

re

way we pre-

was a no brainer. You have to
work hard at all levels. In the
NFL, everybody is fast.”

Ginn, who visits Euclid
three times a week, is not let-
ting the injury dim his NFL
outlook. He'll do interviews
and some lifting at the
Combine. The ex-Glenville
star is working on his strength,
but says technique is the key
to beating cornerbacks who
jam at the line of scrimmage.

Another old-timer at the fa-
cility is St. Louis Ram running
back Tony Fisher, an Ohio
Mr. Football from i
The former Notre Dame
player is rehabilitating an
ACL-MCL injury suffered re-
turming a kick against Kansas
City.

“It was a fluke. T wasn't
even touched,” Fisher said. “I
got the ball, ran ahead, made a
cut and ran three steps and it
hure. T just have to stay posi-
tive.”

A big name on the local
scene is trying to make an
NFL splash and he certainly
has the bloodlines. Shaker
Heights grad Greg Pruite Jr.
started his career at Minnesota
before settling down at North
Carolina Central. All he wants
is an NFL opportunity

“I just want to have a
chance in the late rounds or as
a free agent,” Pruitt said.
“The reputation of this place
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period edge before storming back fora
convincing 65-38 win. Maurice Haynes
led the way with 20 points and Barnes
had 10. Bill Svoboda topped Trinity
with 15 points and Matt Nowak col-
lected nine.

“It was a good week,” coach Dave
Wojciechowski said. “Both games
were on the road and both games were
solid by the first group. We made a
statement and everyone got to play.
The defense in both games was great.
Our goal is 52 points and we did that
both nighrs.”

® The girls took an 8-12 record into

See VIKINGS, page A7
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Ted Ginn Jr. does lifting exercises at the Euclid Sports Plant.

buzzer beater shocks Euclid

By Paul Svigel
Staff W

MENTOR Euclid basketball
coach Sean O'Toole was beside him-
self following the 5¢
Mentor

loss to rival
A stickler for details, O"Toole
watched the Cardinals run two suc-
cessful plays after timeouts to score
the baskets needed to win the Lake
Erie League Lake [

The last one was the killer. With
the score tied at 53 with 7.6 scconds
left, Mentor got the ball to Joe Meyer,
who penetrated the lane, When Euclid

Division g

me.

collapsed on him, Meyer dished the
ball to Brett Granger on the left base-
line. Granger’s 3-pointer at the buzzer
was all net

Granger had a team-high 22 points
and Mentor coach Bob Krizancic had
no problem with him taking the final
shot. *

he said. “We fig-
ured they would collapse on kim and
he would come open. We puc our-
selves in a position to win,”

“They're just a great team running
plays after timeou

; O'Toole said.
They got penctration and we didn’s

get out on Granger. We have to learn
to value the ball more.
uclid was 10-7 overall and 6-4 in
the LEL before meeting Max Hayes
carlier this week and will host an LEL
crossover game at 12:30 p.m. Saturday.

Granger's shot spoiled an 11-0 E
clid run’ that trned a 41-34 third-pe-
riod deficit into a 45-41 advantage
with 4:11 left to play. The game was
tied at 45 and 47 before the Panthers
wok a four-point lead at 51-47. But
Mentor fought back to set up Grar
er’s big shot

Devon Jennings led Euclid with 23

points and Darrell Blanton had 11 to
go with five rebounds. Brandon Roll-
ins scored 10 points. Scott Branchick
had 10 points and Matt Greene added
nine for Mentor.

“Jennings and Blanton had 58 on us
the first time (a 71-63 Euclid win).”
Krizancic said. “It’s hard to hold them
down, but defensively we played a
pretty solid game against their ath-
letes. They're a solid team.”

iclid grabbed first-half leads of
18-16 and 28-26, but O’Toole knew
EUCLID, page A7




