Bremer
glad to be
back home

New Cavs guard happy
to play with James

BRANSOW WRIGHT
Lloain Dealer Reporter

I.R. Bremer didn’t have the re-
sume of a potential NBA player fol-
lowing bis last year of college in
20002,

He received only honorable men-
ticn honors as a senjor at Cleveland
Heighta High School. IIe didn't at-
tend a college basketbell hotbed at
St. Bonaventure University. Desplte
leading the Atlantic 10 in scoring,
Bremer wasn't drafted, but he was
impreasive ¢ocugh during the Chi-
cago predraft camp and daring a
close 1ook by the Boston Ceities that
it took the Celtics only a week to sfgn
him to & twi-year free agant deal.
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J.R. Bremer 12 cettainly happy to be back in his hometown as the
Cavaliers officially intreduced him vesterday.

that incleded 41 starts, he averaged
8.2 points and 2. asuists per game.
Bremer led all Tookies last year in
3-point shooting {35.3 percent). The
Cavaliers were 30 impressed that 1ast
week, they traded Jumaine Jones to
Boston for Bremer, Bruno Sundov
and a fature second-round pick.

Not bad for a player vnce consid-

we were doing,” said Cavallers Gen-
eral Menager Jimm Paxson yesterday
at the news conference where
Eremer was introduced. “He proba-
bly fell victim of being & player that
soouts saw too rouch, We tend to be
[overly] critical of players of what
they can and ean't do.”

That ¢riticism fueled Bremer into

ered an NBA afterthought. -

“All of ns GMs didn't know what

hecoming an NBA player.
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Bromer happy to be
home in Cleveland
Those critics provided the in-
centive for Bremer to put in the

" off-seasonr work that included
houry at the Euclid Speed and
Strenpth Cornplex.

“I took the long road to the
NEA and it was hard,” Bremer
s5aid, “Tt was & lot of runming and
throwing up over the surnmer,
but It g0t me here and I'm going
to continue 10 work bevause
I want to-be here for 2 long
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. Work isn’t anything new to
Bremer. Hiz older brothers
Chack and fmari have been his
biggeat inspiratlons. They
mashed their litfle brother from
the beginning.

“A lot of credit goes to his two
hrothers,” said Bremer’s high
school ccach, Jim Cappellett].
“After he finished his senior
yesr, they got him out for track,
they had him lifting weights. He
ran and jumped and did every-
thing he could pessibly do. Tig

“I took the long road
to the NBA and it
was hard. it was a
lot of running and
throwing up over
the summer, but it
got me here and F'm
going to continue to
work because | want
to be here for a long
time.”

J.R. Bremer,
Cars guard

two brothers wonldn't et him
5it and g0 nothing.”

Bremer will join a Cavs' team
that hay recently added {ree-
peent gpuard Kevin Ollie and
frec-agent forwerd Ira Newble,
{ie’s expected to back up Le-
Bron James at point guard and
Newhle will provide the team
with a defensive predence off the

banch, Bremer's cutside shoot-
ing Wwueh iz an element eraved
by the Cavs, who were one of the
poorast ontgide shooting teams
last xesyon. He also has the abil-
ity to min an offense.

“We'll depend on tum to put
the ball into the hoop,” Cavs
coach Panl Silas said. “He was
relied upun to Ton the clab as a
rookie and he bandled that situ-
ation very well. That's not easy
to do, especially becanse he kept
guys like Antoine Walker and
Paul Pierce happy.”

This trade has brought even
more happiness to Bremer and

“It’s real exciting to be here
and I know the city is excited,
especially because of LeBrom,”
Bremer satd. “There's going to
be packed houses and T'T] be
playing in front of my family.
¥ou can’t ask for anything more
than that.”
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